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Development of Multiple Sclerosis care 
and management for specialists module
Course Information 

Background

In 2009 the MS Trust entered into a partnership with Birmingham City University to deliver an accredited MS module for new in post MS specialists and other professionals who specialise in supporting people with MS. The course runs for a week and covers a host of clinical and professional issues relevant to those undertaking a specialist role. This came about in response to requests from existing MS specialists for an accredited learning programme. It also reflects the NHS Knowledge and Skills Framework which places increasing value on recognised qualifications. 

Content of the Development of MS care and management for specialists module links to the Clinical Management of MS and the Knowledge of MS sections of the Competencies Framework for MS specialist nurses
. Overall the module aims to provide a strong foundation of MS knowledge upon which additional specialist knowledge can develop.

Course Structure

The credit value for the module is 20 credits at Level 6 or Level 7.

To complete the module students must: 

· Attend a residential week (5-day block) of study
· Submit an assignment to Birmingham City University within 3 months of the completing the course
Residential Component

The residential week is held twice a year at Hitchin Priory in Hitchin, Hertfordshire. A mix of lectures and workshops take place during the week, led by leading specialists in the field of MS including neurologists, senior lecturers, MS specialist nurses, specialist therapists and other health care professionals. 

Accommodation 

Accommodation is provided at Hitchin Priory as part of the course package. Accommodation is also available on Sunday evening prior to the start of the course, if required.
Assessment 

The summative assessment process is designed to enable students to consolidate information taught during the residential week and also to undertake further study in a particular topic area. The structure of the assignment depends on whether you are taking the module at BSc or MSc level; further details will be provided prior to starting the course.  

Networking 

The residential week provides an excellent opportunity to meet other professionals working at a specialist level in MS, facing similar challenges, and with similar concerns. Many find there is much to be learnt from listening to others within the group; we therefore limit numbers to enable this sharing of experiences. 

COURSE FEES

The module fee is: £1500 + VAT

The University registration fee is: £265 + VAT
Funding for UK based MS specialist nurses:
The MS Trust are committed to offer a fixed number of fully funded places to those working in a MS Specialist Nurse role. Nurses who are working in other roles (ie MS Support Nurse, MS Infusion Nurse) should contact the MS Trust for advice about funding.
Funding for allied health professionals:

Substantial bursaries are available for other nurses, allied health professionals and other health professionals interested in improving their knowledge and skills in MS care.

If you feel you would benefit from attending this course, please contact the Health Professionals Programme Team at the MS Trust by phone 01462 476704 or email education@mstrust.org.uk to discuss further.

Comments from previous delegates:

“A dynamic, passionate, inspiring, educated group of lecturers.”

“I am leaving with increased enthusiasm and the knowledge that there is a huge amount of quality support out there. It is very reassuring at a daunting time.” 

“This course gives an excellent programme of education covering every aspect involved in the MS specialist role.”

“The assessments consolidated the learning from an excellent week, but I also learnt so much more. In a nutshell – hard work, but well worth doing!”

“Fantastic course, would recommend to any HCP involved in the care of MS patients.”

“You've put together a wonderful package. Everyone says "You'll love the Hitchin course" and they're right. Such passionate teachers make it an enthusiastic environment and you can hear the buzz around the room when they're finished.”
“This course has been excellent for me. I am a novice in MS and this has greatly improved my under-pinning knowledge about MS. Extremely informative on every aspect of MS. Thank you.”

Student Commitment


All delegates are expected to submit an assignment to Birmingham City University. Withdrawal from this process will only be granted in specific circumstances and the following procedure must be followed: 


A written request to be withdrawn from the assignment process must be sent to the MS Trust at least 3 weeks prior to the start of the course.  


The written request must clearly outline the reason(s) for not undertaking the assignment. 


The written request must be signed by the delegate and their line manager.





It is not possible to withdraw from the assignment process during the three weeks prior to the course or at any time after; delegates will have been registered as a student with Birmingham City University by then and registration fees will have been incurred. 





Failure to submit an assignment


Any registered student, in receipt of a fully funded or bursary place, who fails to submit the assignment will be held personally responsible for refunding the registration fee (£265 +VAT). 





Please Note: If you leave post within 6 months of completing the course the MS Trust may seek compensation from you/your employer to recover a proportion of the costs incurred. Each case will be looked at on an individual basis. 








 








1. Competencies for MS specialist nurses. Letchworth Garden City: MS Trust, United Kingdom Multiple Sclerosis Specialist Nurse Association, Royal College of Nursing, 2003 

Course enquiries to: Delia Britter, Health Professional Programme Team, MS Trust 

tel: 01462 476704 email: delia.britter@mstrust.org.uk 

August 2017

