
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Leaving a gift in your Will to the Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Trust 
 

 

Gemma Williams and son Morgan 

 
 

I’m facing a future with MS, but thanks to the MS Trust I am not alone. 
 
 

Why leave a gift to the Multiple Sclerosis Trust in your Will? 
 

Every week, one hundred people in the UK are diagnosed with MS. A gift in 

your Will could help us to provide them with the information and support 

they need to face a lifelong and uncertain journey. 
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Why leave a gift to the Multiple Sclerosis Trust? 

 

 

More than 100,000 people have multiple sclerosis [MS] in the UK and 100 more 
people are diagnosed each week. It is a lifelong, debilitating condition with an 
unpredictable disease course and is usually diagnosed in young adults between 
the ages of 20 and 30, just as people are making life choices about careers, family 
and relationships. 

 

The impact of that diagnosis can be terrifying. It can take away the ability to plan for 
the future and can lead to fear of loss of independence, disability and isolation. We 
don’t know what causes MS and as yet, there is no cure. People experience diverse 
symptoms and encounter different problems, yet many of these symptoms can be 
alleviated and problems overcome with access to the correct information and support 
at appropriate times. 

 

As a small organisation the MS Trust focuses its efforts on making life better for 
people with MS. We believe that the best outcomes will come from well-informed 
people making decisions in partnership with their specialist health professionals. We 
enable and encourage this by offering a personalised information service to help 
people better understand their MS; by supporting specialist services in the UK; by 
educating the health and social care professionals who work with MS; by identifying 
the gaps in MS services; and by campaigning to ensure resources are in place. 

 

The MS Trust relies on the generosity of individuals to fund all of our services. As a 
young charity we receive little income from gifts in Wills and so gifts of any size are 
most gratefully received. However much you can afford to leave the MS Trust, you 
can be sure it will be put to good use. Leaving a gift in your Will to the MS Trust will 
enable us to continue providing practical support to people living with MS. 

 

Vicky’s Wish$ 
 

Vicky has multiple sclerosis.  She was diagnosed in her twenties in 2010.  She, like many 
other newly diagnosed people, did not know anything about the condition, but she found 
much needed information and support from the MS Trust.  To show her appreciation Vicky 
has pledged a legacy to the MS Trust and hopes others will do the same. 

 

Vicky Edwards 

 
 
Vicky says;  
“The MS Trust has helped me so much since I was diagnosed and 
I’m sure they will continue to help me for many years to come.  That 
is of course if people like me continue to support the charity by 
leaving a legacy in their Will.”  
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How do I leave a gift in my Will to the MS Trust? 
 
Leaving a gift in your Will to the MS Trust need not be complicated; in most cases a 
solicitor will be able to draft a simple Will from around £100. There are a number of ways 
to leave a gift, the most common are: 

 

• Residuary legacy: a percentage of the residue or balance of your Will, paid 
once all expenses and monies to family and friends have been accounted for 

 

• Pecuniary legacy: a cash gift - any sum of specified money 

 

• Specific legacy: personal or household effects, for example, stocks and 
shares, jewellery, car, property 

 

• Reversionary legacy (specific, pecuniary or residuary): left firstly to a 
‘life tenant’, for example leaving your house to your daughter for her 
lifetime, thereafter going to others – such as a charity 

 

• Contingent gift: a gift that has certain conditions attached 

 

• Insurance policies and savings: charities can be named as beneficiaries 
in your life insurance policy 

 

 

• In-memoriam gift: whilst not a legacy, some supporters have requested that 
friends and relatives make an ‘in memoriam’ donation to the MS Trust instead 
of sending flowers and wreaths for a funeral. 
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Making a Will 
 

A Will is a legal document and must comply with legal formalities. For this reason 

we strongly recommend that you ask a solicitor to help you write one. 

If you intend to leave a gift in your Will to the MS Trust, we suggest you have 

the following wording to hand when speaking to your solicitor: 

 

 
 

I give to the Multiple Sclerosis Trust of Spirella Building, Bridge Road, 
Letchworth, Hertfordshire, SG6 4ET, Registered Charity number 
1088353, 
  _ and I declare that the receipt of the Treasurer, or 
other authorised officer, shall be a valid and appropriate form of 
discharge. 

 

 

You can use the Law Society's 'Find a solicitor' service on 

their website www.lawsociety.org.uk 

 
What if I have already made a Will? 

 
You can amend an existing Will to include a gift to the MS Trust by asking your solicitor 
to add a codicil. To ensure that your intended gift does reach the MS Trust, we suggest 
you take the following wording to your solicitor: 
 

 

I give to the Multiple Sclerosis Trust of Spirella Building, Bridge Road, 
Letchworth, Hertfordshire, SG6 4ET, Registered Charity number 
1088353, 
  _ and I declare that the receipt of the Treasurer, or 
other authorised officer, shall be a valid and appropriate form of 
discharge. 
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The importance of having a valid Will 
 
Making a Will is the only way of ensuring that your wishes will be followed after you 
die. Over 50% of the population die intestate – without a Will; it is then the state’s 
responsibility to distribute your estate according to pre-set rules, meaning that part, 
or all, of your estate may go to people whom you never intended to benefit. 

 

People often assume that their partner will automatically inherit their estate, 
however this is not always the case and telling people your wishes, or leaving a 
letter, is not enough. In order that your estate is shared among the people you most 
care about, it’s in your best interest to write a Will. 

 

A Will also gives you the opportunity to let those you leave behind know your final 
wishes, such as specific funeral arrangements or the use of your body for medical 
research. 

 

Finally, making your Will gives you the opportunity to leave a lasting legacy to help 
future generations of people with MS and their families. 
 

 

Carol and Derek have pledged a gift to the MS Trust in their Will. 

Please leave a gift to the MS Trust 
in your Will 

 

Whilst 67% of people support charities during 
their lifetime, fewer than 5% include a charity 
in their Will. 
 

Those who do, help to ensure that 
organisations such as the MS Trust can 
continue to offer invaluable support to people 
with MS and their families for years to come. 
 

“I know how tough it can be to raise funds for 
a condition that isn’t one of the “fashionable” 
causes. So when it came to deciding which 
charity to support in our Wills, my husband and 

I didn’t have to think long!” 
 

Further information 
 

We hope you find this information helpful. If you would like to speak to someone 
about leaving a gift to the MS Trust in your Will, you can call Kirstie Connah on 
01462 476707 or info@mstrust.org.uk 

 

Address: Multiple Sclerosis Trust, Spirella Building, Bridge Road Letchworth Garden City 
Hertfordshire SG6 4ET  
T 01462 476700 E info@mstrust.org.uk www.mstrust.org.uk Registered charity no. 1088353 


